The following is a portion of an article entitled “Software Piracy in China”  written the New York Time by  David Leonhardt 

How can Americans and others be so sure intellectual property continues to be a problem in China? The most obvious examples are the pirated DVDs for sale in China. But computer software may be the most important example.

Here are the top 10 countries ranked by 2009 sales of computer hardware — mainframes, desktops, laptops and the like — in billions of dollars:

1. United States $158
2. China $64.4
3. Japan $54
4. Germany $24.4
5. Britain $23.5
6. France $19.3
7. Brazil $14.2
8. Italy $13.1
9. Australia $12.8
10. India $11.9 

And here are the top 10 ranked by software sales, again for 2009 and in billions of dollars:

1. United States $137.9
2. Japan $23.4
3. Germany $20
4. Britain $16.8
5. France $12.6
6. Canada $7.3
7. Italy $6.3
8. China $5.4 
9. Netherlands $5.4
10. Australia $4.8 

As Charles Freeman of the Center for Strategic and International Studies says, “it doesn’t make a whole lot of sense” for China to be in such different places on the two lists. It strongly suggests that China is buying its computer hardware and copying much of its computer software. 

This chart, comparing hardware sales and software sales for the biggest buyers of computer equipment, makes the point nicely:    Retrieved from http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/01/19/software-piracy-in-china/

	Software piracy rate (most recent) by country
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	# 1   
	Armenia:
	93% 
	

	= 2   
	Moldova:
	92% 
	

	= 2   
	Azerbaijan:
	92% 
	

	= 2   
	Bangladesh:
	92% 
	

	# 5   
	Zimbabwe:
	91% 
	

	# 6   
	Sri Lanka:
	90% 
	

	# 7   
	Yemen:
	89% 
	

	# 8   
	Libya:
	88% 
	

	# 9   
	Venezuela:
	87% 
	

	= 10   
	Iraq:
	85% 
	

	= 10   
	Vietnam:
	85% 
	

	= 12   
	Algeria:
	84% 
	

	= 12   
	Cameroon:
	84% 
	

	= 12   
	Pakistan:
	84% 
	

	= 12   
	Indonesia:
	84% 
	

	# 16   
	Ukraine:
	83% 
	

	= 17   
	China:
	82% 
	

	= 17   
	Botswana:
	82% 
	

	= 17   
	Zambia:
	82% 
	

	= 17   
	Nigeria:
	82% 
	

	= 17   
	Bolivia:
	82% 
	

	= 17   
	Paraguay:
	82% 
	

	= 23   
	El Salvador:
	81% 
	

	= 23   
	Côte d'Ivoire:
	81% 
	

	= 23   
	Kenya:
	81% 
	

	= 26   
	Guatemala:
	80% 
	

	= 26   
	Senegal:
	80% 
	

	= 26   
	Nicaragua:
	80% 
	

	= 29   
	Dominican Republic:
	79% 
	

	= 29   
	Kazakhstan:
	79% 
	

	= 31   
	Albania:
	78% 
	

	= 31   
	Thailand:
	78% 
	

	= 33   
	Tunisia:
	76% 
	

	= 33   
	Serbia and Montenegro:
	76% 
	

	= 35   
	Panama:
	74% 
	

	= 35   
	Honduras:
	74% 
	

	= 35   
	Argentina:
	74% 
	

	= 38   
	Lebanon:
	73% 
	

	= 38   
	Russia:
	73% 
	

	# 40   
	Peru:
	71% 
	

	= 41   
	Uruguay:
	69% 
	

	= 41   
	Philippines:
	69% 
	

	= 41   
	India:
	69% 
	

	= 44   
	Bulgaria:
	68% 
	

	= 44   
	Macedonia, Republic of:
	68% 
	

	= 44   
	Romania:
	68% 
	

	= 44   
	Bosnia and Herzegovina:
	68% 
	

	# 48   
	Morocco:
	67% 
	

	= 49   
	Ecuador:
	66% 
	

	= 49   
	Chile:
	66% 
	

	# 51   
	Turkey:
	65% 
	

	# 52   
	Kuwait:
	62% 
	

	= 53   
	Costa Rica:
	61% 
	

	= 53   
	Mexico:
	61% 
	

	= 53   
	Oman:
	61% 
	

	= 56   
	Jordan:
	60% 
	

	= 56   
	Egypt:
	60% 
	

	= 58   
	Malaysia:
	59% 
	

	= 58   
	Brazil:
	59% 
	

	= 60   
	Colombia:
	58% 
	

	= 60   
	Greece:
	58% 
	

	= 62   
	Bahrain:
	57% 
	

	= 62   
	Mauritius:
	57% 
	

	= 62   
	Poland:
	57% 
	

	= 65   
	Latvia:
	56% 
	

	= 65   
	Lithuania:
	56% 
	

	= 67   
	Croatia:
	54% 
	

	= 67   
	Qatar:
	54% 
	

	= 69   
	Hong Kong:
	51% 
	

	= 69   
	Saudi Arabia:
	51% 
	

	= 69   
	Estonia:
	51% 
	

	# 72   
	Cyprus:
	50% 
	

	# 73   
	Italy:
	49% 
	

	= 74   
	Slovenia:
	48% 
	

	= 74   
	Iceland:
	48% 
	

	# 76   
	Malta:
	46% 
	

	# 77   
	Slovakia:
	45% 
	

	# 78   
	Puerto Rico:
	44% 
	

	= 79   
	Korea, South:
	43% 
	

	= 79   
	Portugal:
	43% 
	

	= 79   
	Spain:
	43% 
	

	= 82   
	Hungary:
	42% 
	

	= 82   
	France:
	42% 
	

	= 84   
	Taiwan:
	40% 
	

	= 84   
	Réunion:
	40% 
	

	# 86   
	Czech Republic:
	39% 
	

	# 87   
	Singapore:
	37% 
	

	# 88   
	United Arab Emirates:
	35% 
	

	= 89   
	Ireland:
	34% 
	

	= 89   
	South Africa:
	34% 
	

	# 91   
	Canada:
	33% 
	

	# 92   
	Israel:
	32% 
	

	# 93   
	Norway:
	29% 
	

	= 94   
	Netherlands:
	28% 
	

	= 94   
	Australia:
	28% 
	

	# 96   
	Germany:
	27% 
	

	# 97   
	United Kingdom:
	26% 
	

	= 98   
	Switzerland:
	25% 
	

	= 98   
	Austria:
	25% 
	

	= 98   
	Denmark:
	25% 
	

	= 98   
	Belgium:
	25% 
	

	= 98   
	Sweden:
	25% 
	

	= 98   
	Finland:
	25% 
	

	# 104   
	Japan:
	23% 
	

	# 105   
	New Zealand:
	22% 
	

	# 106   
	Luxembourg:
	21% 
	

	# 107   
	United States:
	20% 
	

	
	Weighted average:
	59.9%  
	


Source http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/cri_sof_pir_rat-crime-software-piracy-rate
