

The idea of Applied Statistics began in the mid 1600’s.  Recording data was something everyone did, but in different ways.  There was no universal method to keeping track of things such as cause of death among regions.  A common man named John Graunt reviewed this data and created something called “Graunt’s Life Table.”  This table included columns of age intervals of around 9 years from birth until 86 years of age.  This method broke down information to determine the death percentage rate given a specific age group. Graunt gave the Royal Society of London reasoning that some of these “death’s were plague related.”  Impressed with these findings, King Charles ordered this society to take Graunt as a member.



As shown in Figure 1 this gives a visual to the information Graunt presented.  These graphs pointed out much of the obvious data, but were now validated with actual figures. 
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Figure 1. Graunt’s Life Table Graphed.
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