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Research Question

A List Serve refers both to a mailing service for discussion groups/electronic conferences and the discussion groups (or lists) themselves. Individuals formally subscribe to a List Serve and messages are then sent directly to the their e-mail account where they can read, delete or save them. The general nature of a List Serve is the discussion around a particular topic for the purpose of sharing information and like interests. The community of a List Serve consists of those individuals who are subscribed to a particular List Serve and post messages, reply to messages or lurk. Lurkers receive messages but do not post new messages nor reply to existing topics under discussion.
This research is to observe and quantify communication  patterns and interrelationships in and among List Serve participants in order to stratify the levels of participation. The List Serve that will be used for this research is known as morgan-list and is hosted by Sailnet. Morgan-list is centered around sailing and specifically Morgan brand sailboats. 
Past observance indicates that a List Serve discussion list membership contains a core group of users and additional users that belong to a number of other possible levels of participation. I propose to investigate via observation of the user postings over a period of one month, the participation patterns of members of a List Serve: morgan-list. From this observation I hope to stratify the levels of participation of the participants in the List-Serve. 

